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Op ening D is c uss ion Questio ns :

*Is Am Yisrael (the Jewish People) holy, and if so, in what way/s?

*ls Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Israel) holy, and if so, in what way/s?

*Is believing in the holiness of the Jewish people necessary for Jewish theology, dangerous

Jewish theology, or both?

*Is believing in the holiness of the Land of Israel necessary for Jewish theology, dangerous
Jewish theology, or both?

I. The Classic Divide: What is s Jew? (R' Yehudah Halevi and Rambam)

for

for

R. Yehudah Halevi (1075-1141), Sefer HaKuzari

I:96 (on being descended from Ever)
D'Ny/l;t ): )y ;r)t'lr;r Ef) ;''il''''nnr'r ,f-rN;''i r'r'rNr''nftll ):ln ;r';r D'TNI ,E'TND I'pttnr;'r ;r)t'l;;r N'';t nDNl nNI

.FlNf

This is the true greatness, which descended directly from Adam. He was the noblest creature on
earth. Therefore you rank above all the other inhabitants of the earth.

103:I

,'r]]fNbD -lnN'i''D D;'l ])Nl Dn]N Drnu ,n";''l)N Dt'?n]tD Dtltlyf E'TN lttD D')'Tfl ,:)t ;r)t:o nbl lpyt tlt ]Nl
;''i1;'1t3;'t't ;1U'Ei2;'1] E''s-D;'i DrttyDl;''1) l't''tiz ,;'t'bN y'l'NblI/lDl ,;'l')N n'y'}J El']l] ;'iN'Et;'l nlyn o): EtlriztD

.ErNrll;.j ny,'19,,1

The sons of Jacob were distinguished from other people by godly qualities, which made them, so

to speak, an angelic caste. Each of them, being permeated by the divine essence, endeavored to
attain the degree of prophecy, and most of them succeeded in so doing. Those who were not
successful strove to approach it by means of pious acts, sanctity, purity, and intercourse with
prophets.

27 :I
t.pn ;'t!;'t])'Nl .rDy;''r'lr, ;'r';'rr x) 1x ,t:')x N'''r'n;''r frp't ltrN;'rf'ru;'r]D'r;'ry'rt IJrDf nln]N;'r ]D'ur)N ;rh; bl
n'tllnt;]'] ,Dltgblt 'DN's];'1u t:!D ;t-In;'l ''lN .'tlnlNt''tf ):;r ': ,-l'tnl,;']'t jl);r ;rl ;']'il, ;'15;''t 'llNllt, !l!D ;'1''t'tn;''t

.a'?N lllD ;t)uo;''i EtN-ti2l'unlNl rlDD,'u'')N]'ilf)
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Any Gentile who joins us unconditionally shares our good fortune, without, however, being quite

equal to us. If the Torah were binding on us only because God created us, the white and the

black man would be equal, since He created them all. But the Torah was given to us because He
led us out of Egypt, and remained attached to us, because we are the pick of mankind.

1 15:I
n;''ln tbtiTlrll nttly tr)ft ,nn)lll ,;'txlfl) Dt''.tN'''t D;t D'Tl) E"n-rIN;'r tf ,n.rlN;'r Ey'nnllnf ont;T ''u;'t ;llnt t N)

.ntNtfl Nb lN D''T'D;1 n!D)n 1!;'ppl

Those who become Jews do not take equal rank with bom Israelites, who are specially privileged
to attain to prophecy, while the former can only achieve something by learning from them, and

can only become pious and learned, but never prophets.

Rambam (1135-1204), Commentary to the Mishnah. Introduction to Perek Helek
(Sanhedrin ch. 10)

)tnn)t tf;tN) ;''il'tn't ,)Ntr//')):: o::: N.r;'r t'''r;'r ,ntrDN D;n'nrlDNl t));r nt'ito';r ): nrx) EtD'tiz'r'';''rr -nrNfl

'tnlNlt nDnD n't-ttty;''f iD n'lt;'t) )t:'ra ;rn ;llry ])"N] ,;'1']nN;'1'] ;'11;'1N;'1 jD ;rT )y ;'1T 'Dn]N ';'1 ;'1'r3t, ;rn ):t t')v
llND llo'l n'TN izlizD'lrrNll .)x:ra'tyulDD N'r;'r'r ,i2)n lb lr'l 'r'''rD )'rt:'lb utyr N'r;'r !'''r;r ,y'r;'r 'l''rgt nl-tftn;tl

N'1;'1 'ttly'l ]'?'Dn;t)] 'tnt:t b ilt]n'l ,n]vtutl Fr'ri7'r o'tl]i7!DN] ]tD N']i2l'r ']P'yt ''r!l'r )):;i]n Nr' ;''1T ''''t;''l r]']'7']ot;'1

.'t:t muN';''1 1'N:t//D N);l ltl'lN

When all these foundations are perfectly understood and believed in by a person he enters the

community of Israel and one is obligated to love and pity him and to act towards him in all the

ways in which the Creator has commanded that one should act towards his brother, with love and

fraternity. Even were he to commit every possible transgression, because of lust and because of
being overpowered by the evil inclination, he will be punished according to his rebelliousness,
but he has a portion of the world to come; he is one of the sinners of Israel. But if a man doubts

any of these foundations, he leaves the community of Israel, denies the fundamental, and is

called a sectarian, epikoros, and one who "cuts among the plantings." One is required to hate

him and destroy him. About such a person it was said, "Do I not hate them, O Lord, who hate

You" (Psalm 139:21)?

Exodus 5:6-19

:f''tM )?')') D'py;r)lA ;:hq '? n::.r':il't 'i1'''p rS Dnlpq't ''?i:? rvpqn yiDV nl1;rny1 (;r)

:bNlpl 'D bS rll! r-rr..'S D'1?J,l ;rbN rrirp 'il'l D't;D n??aa '? r'lD nfNl (r)

Now, therefore, if you will hearken unto My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then you shall
be My own treasure from among all the peoples; for all the earth is mine. And you shall be unto
Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
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Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:32

nrr;''l nbu ''ltx:l .DlNnD lf )rl''t;'trtr ;''rD )f n'r'tt E'TN;'I ytp 'D) N"N ;tl)l ,DlNn! 'll;r;r bN ''lt;r;r ]D rtNg) N"N

'il 1;1yr7'r1 u/'l'Tiz '''u1 Dtl;tl nllDD ]lrtrt) ;''l"y.tD

For sudden transition from one opposite to to another is impossible. And therefore man,

according to his nature, is not capable of suddenly abandoning all to which he has become

accustomed. As therefore God sent Moses our Master to make out of us "a kingdom of priests

and a holy nation"--through the knowledge of Him.

Rambam Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Shemittah VeYovel, 13:12-13

ft ;'11);'1

n'-1rr;.j 1't..; n,5,1;.'t),1 1ntplb '"'nN 
.T1ty) ).t:t;fr2 t:Dlt ,l'nN ny ;.6ltlf1 )XlrA, F.rN n)nlt tl) :''ill X) ;fn)t

]rlt]y x) nbty;r ''l-]'tD t)'Tr't;'i'j)'9) ,)N.Ir') lnrtnt fizyt) ''rt DlrD t-r'rt ''tnNtt, 613-1) 6tpr?3;'t'ltuDt D]

Nt;'t 'll'tl N.t;''l'l ,t)'n 'rr''r ''llt -tDN:r, Er//;''l )tn E;t NbN ,]yu nlt]Dcy) 'ltlll x)t i')nt: xbt bxru' ''txlrl ;'lDn)D

.'llrlnlr 'lizln trN -rnxlu/ D;''r) ;'11'tT

l'r:);t
rr ':;9) 'TlDyb )'n;r)ly'tD 'u'f;'t't 'rnlN'rn'r''r ;'n'Tr ''lrx nbty;r 'x: ):n tl'xt IrN )t x)x 'l:): 'lb pllt N)l

'tt,1r7f 
.'trrN Drl.'t;.'l n,p,pt n;t bty trxtc bvn p19t D,';t)N;t 1;.'lrryu1D) .'lrr 1);rt " nN;.'1y.7) llllyhln'rub

1Dl 1b i7r!on;''l "'tf'? T";'tyt't) ;tlT'''l D'D)ly 'Dhy)l n)ty) tnln:t 'rPln rt''r ;l;11 Dtt -tiz t liz t 'Tiznl ;''lI t'1;'1 D'TN;'I

.')''l'u ''l'D'tn ;lrtN to't)'l !iz)n n:n '"'''tD'lN:nl)u;t l')y:;''l"y'Tl'T t''l;''l ,n''l)) D'l;'t)b ;r:tta

Halacha 12

Why did the Levites not receive a portion in the inheritance of Eretz Yisrael and in the spoils of
war like their brethren? Because they were set aside to serve God and minister unto Him and to

instruct people atlarge in His just paths and righteous judgments, as [Deuteronomy 33:10] states:

"They will teach Your judgments to Jacob and Your Torah to Israel." Therefore they were set

apart from the ways of the world. They do not wage war like the remainder of the Jewish people,

nor do they receive an inheritance, nor do they acquire for themselves through their physical
power. Instead, they are God's legion, as [ibid.:1 1]: states: "God has blessed His legion" and He
provides for them, as fNumbers l8:20] states: "I am your portion and your inheritance."

Halacha 13

Not only the tribe of Levi, but any one of the inhabitants of the world whose spirit generously

motivates him and he understands with his wisdom to set himself aside and stand before God to

serve Him and minister to Him and to know God, proceeding justly as God made him, removing
from his neck the yoke of the many reckonings which people seek, he is sanctified as holy of
holies. God will be His portion and heritage forever and will provide what is sufficient for him in
this world like He provides for the priests and the Levites. And thus David declared fPsalms
l6:5]: "God is the lot of my portion; You are my cup, You support my lot."
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David Hartman, Israelis ond the Jewish Tradition' p.8l
Simply stated, neither ethnicity nor biology is an essential condition for becoming nahalat ha-

shem, God's "portion and inheritance." All who walk in the spiritual ways of Abraham share the

same holiness as the tribe of Levi. Qedushah (holiness) is not a genetic property unique to the

people of Israel. Although the service of God was institutionalized and holiness tumed into a
property legally defined by biology, geography, and nationality, a deeper understanding of
qedusha posit a universal ideal transcending racial and national distinctions and ritual forms of
worship.

II. Essentialism Run Wild?

R. Abraham Isaac Kook, Orot, p.156

):) ,n)t: Dr''l}i'l nnt/l j!l'l ,;ln'?ny] ;'lll1ln ,;'inttNt, ,E'tDtlD;'t ;'i''!'lNll ,;'1nl'Dgy ,n')N-lu';'' ;l,Irlil 'i!ll, )'7f'i;1

,Ngnl 't]n) )r:;i pr D!l'l''tnN;r ]!rr' ,;''rD;''rf;'r I//Dlr E'TN;''I trDt ]"lu )r:;r;rn i2'lDy ''tt't''t)t:t lnt' N"t;t ,n;ttn.tl'''l'7
.!n''t)!N'nsy )'71;1 ''t''1'lw n''lllrN''t;'f i'f bfN

The difference between the Jewish soul-- its essence, inner desires, aspiration, character and

standing-- and the soul of the nations-all of them, whatever their level, is greater and deeper

than the difference between the soul of man and the soul of a beast, since the latter difference is

merely quantitative, while the latter is one of essence.

Rabbi Ya'akov Harlap (1883-1951) 
' 
Mei Marom, vol. 6, p.336

'f ,'?t)l n'tt''t't;t ;''il'N n'Dy) )xru']tru ;''r)'Tf;'1;''r ]lu ,]D'tN't D!l! D'tt t )xrty') nlD'ln;t) Dlhtt D!Dy;''i ]'N
'n''';t ,(u ,tl -lf'TDl) 'lrnn' x) n'tnt 'l'l)t ' 'llf) ny 'i;'t' ,-lun;t'l l'tN;'t ]'ft, )'Tf;''l;l 'lD) t DD rttD'l;ln ;l)'?f;''l DN

lgp iz''t x)t ,o'nv) trrxD 'lDt) nrnN nr;'rn ;nu')N''lrh, ,n'rDlN;'r Dy Jlft nt )b: n'o::: )xlta'1'xtll
D')l'lN t)xt n'ntm D')l'lN ]bN ,E''r'r ;'j"ot ''r D.''''nN n"n'''r ;rT) ;'r-r'rN)blt D"yNt, ,EDlt'tgD nl oN ') ,nnDlrl

,E)'ty;''l n1D1g ''?"t''t 
t''pN ''I?ND Er''tnN D'''r't't nltlN D;l )N']tt''''Ttt'l t''ttN .'f lr''l''t;'t)'t nyl) u/' nNI )ll ,E!nlu]

D;'t!\tyD'tb'u olu;ilryt TN ,;'t'''l"tn;r " 
by E''t yr D;'r')''rr b: ruxrt .;'lltl, nntul ;''ll'lttr Enlnt, ,;'tlll, nn)'')N

.n'Pn''tN

The nations of the world cannot be like Israel in any way at all, since the difference between

Israel and the nations is not merely hierarchical. Rather, the difference between them is like an

abyss, exactly like the difference between light and darkness... Israel has entirely different
essence than the nations, and not only where soul is concerned, but also regarding body: even

though each appears to have 248 limbs and 365 sinews, and each eats and drinks-nevertheless
one should know and feel that the limbs and sinews of Israel are different from the limbs and

sinews of the nations of the world. Their eating is different, their drinking is different, and even

their sleeping is different.
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III. The Classic Divide, Part 2: Land

Yehuda Halevi, Kuzari II: 14

)x':'lt )xptn't ,;'n '''t.ny''rll !'if D;r-nN Nlri'r: ;'u;'r .;'rl'nyrlN;rr nN tf Nfrnr xb m:n:ta'D )l :ttil;r'rnx
b:x .;i)tro;rn ;r) 1:tn;r ): ;rxt::) y'lD;''i!;'i ;'tNrh;if trrN;ltlt ;'t 'n'tN"r'r 1ltxl ntff ntNgnt'lt;'t ''tff'r ,;'t-r'nyl

;'1i2t1] izilsr ;']''tII/'l n;t-llN;''r'rnl nlN :nu]T;']yl']N;''rlyDf tl ,'ll)lP -ilrNl nD ;'11] ]nD'7N;''ll!;''l N';'1 'l'lltN''r;'1 olN
):;r i':;''t'TDn;t't ;''lNrizr ;rbl: ;r')yt ,;r:1';tbN';''r 'r'y'7tnr :;''plv tDNl;'t ';'r'tD) :rx''tizt;''t f'"rN;'t N'';t't ,;''ixb't fiTyt

,';t)N;''l ]'ryr i2r't;t)l f-tN;''r i'rN )tn:) ,t:)t tnltrot D'?N olPtlt nt';rb ''rg'r;r D;'iD ;'lI!N ,nvl) ts:ta: ;)nn: ]'pt
':l)n 1,7 NI'1 +I"p ''7 n'lrN'''ll+ :''ll1Nl'l 'l'ly nl:bD;'1 ''lNlrl1b:l nl'l;rn y'''ltNt;l ;''iD y''pN1 ,;tD'bp: ln)ll;t';l't

.'t'';'t ;''Dl// rNI;''r flN;''rD )"-t ,';'1

The Rabbi: Whosoever prophesied did so either in the [Holy] Land, or concerningit,vrz.
Abraham in order to reach it, Ezekiel and Daniel on account of it. The two latter had lived during
the time of the first Temple, had seen the Shekhinah, through the influence of which each one

who was duly prepared became of the elect, and able to prophesy. Adam lived and died in the
land. Tradition tells us that in the cave [of Machpeldh] were buried the four pairs: Adam and
Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebeccah, Jacob and Leah. This is the land which bore the
name 'before the Lord,' and of which it is stated that'the eyes of the Lord thy God are always
upon it' (Deut. xi. 12).It was also the first object ofjealousy and envy between Cain and Abel,
when they desired to know which of them would be Adam's successor, and heir to his essence

and intrinsic perfection; to inherit the land, and to stand in connexion with the divine influence,
whilst the other would be a nonentity. Then Abel was killed by Cain, and the realm was without
an heir. It is stated that'Cain'went out of the presence of Lord (Gen. iv. 16), which means that he

left the land, saying: 'Behold, Thou hast driven me out this day.'

Yehuda Halevi, Kuzari lI:20
f1p,) yyDNf bXrrA, yrX

The Land of Israel Lies at the Center of the World

Menachem Kellner, Muimonides'Confrontation with Mysticism, p. 107
A large number of scholars have written about Maimonides'understanding of the sanctity of the
Land of Israel. It is no doubt unfair to summarize alarge number of fine studies in one sentence,

but they all make much the same claim: for Maimonides, the land of Israel is special because of
what has taken place there and because of the commandments which can only be fulfilled there.

Unlike Halevi, who held the sanctity of the Land of Israel to be something built into the universe
from the instant of creation, Maimonides understands its sanctity as historically contingent.

Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Terumah 1:5

'tDD ;tn!;'lu tDb ;nluxl lwylpv,Jl'lrl'7iz t)p: tblu j'ttl ;'l1lrrxt ;''lrr't'7iz t 'li7nil n'tgn 'bly'tiz'In;trt bl
;''lrrl'7p ;'11r//'7i2 r''tN;''t n3i7r1r'tiTrln;r't ;rlu;r ':: tlvu 1t': ,N'n) l'lv) ;rur7 xlt ;''itvlr) ;lrTiz 'rf)l lr'nrf;''i

')ly D;n'ti2'In;'l x)t n'rcb rhy D;''n'ri:"In;1lr nlnli2D;'r DnlN .rritr;'r.r,xt:) 'l'ny)t ;rryu) nbty) nrnty;''i ;'jt!1,
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1Ntt ntf I'n;t ul't'Tiz;''l 
.n'tl] .|lyrfrrt Dltry D;'l')y]fDo'tlt t'Tf n'r-lryD;'r] ;rDl-rn;r1D n]tuD x)t t';u: )::
.nl-lrvn;'r 1D ;'r''rp!'r it)pux )v ;t:n: xt;rt )::')tv n;r:'ti2''In;''l x)ta ntntTn;r nnlND

All tenitories held by the Jews who came up from Egypt, and consecrated with the first
consecration, subsequently lost their sanctity when the people were exiled there from, inasmuch
as the first consecration was due solely to conquest and therefore was effective only during its
duration and not for all future time. When the exiles were retumed and held parts of the Land,
they consecrated it a second time with a consecration that is to endure forever both for its
duration and for all future time. {The Sages, however] left the places held by those who came up
from Babylonia in their former status and did not exempt them from the heave offerings and

tithes, in order that the poor people might derive sustenance from them during the Sabbatical
year. Our saintly Rabbi [Judah the Prince], however, granted dispensation to Beth-Shean, out of
the places not held by those who came up from Babylonia, and it is counted with Ashkelon and

is exempt from tithes.

Kellner, Maimonides I Confrontation, p. 108
It is evident from Maimonides'discussion here and in many other places that the sanctity of the
Land of Israel is a consequence of the commandments which obtain only in the land, and is so

far from essentialist that in the past this holiness came and went, so to speak.

Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Melakhim 5:9-12

p ;''l)b;r

,f-tN) tlTn!'l E"tfy;'t 1D )'r;l) lN ;'trrx Nn')lN ;r'rln 'TlD)) xlx ,n)ty) frN) ;rcln) )*ru' f-rND nNr) ''r1oN

t]lrf i'pn ''t:r'7 ;'1'[, ;lrry]r,'7y ty-t;] nu i?In 'il oN N)N'IDN rrN) ;rc'rnl]])u) b:x ,;i:tno) N't;'l N3'15 'i)'l

;''lDt Nb'l t]yD NrDt x)t )T: n't'''tt9;''l nN )rN ,'''liz.r''f nr''rtD;'r'r nlt]yrJ I'r'ryb;''r ''r'';'ilrf D!'''r"[]N D"-rf'7 ;'rDf ,'l''''ut'I
''''');'lul lt]'Tron lt'tn ;'ntN nNg) -tntDlt'D )y rlN't ,n't''''t 'tf NgDlr, a'rizn )t) Ny! ,o'f;t ]D ;nJ]l! ;'t'TfN't ''tfnt '

.nl2n);l;)3 119:'1I lNg' ;r)t'lr;rts ''t!D't "t!;'t ''t'l'l;t')l'it !lt,'i't'')l't 1lbnn

' ;ll);'1
nN'l!'Tty 'ty''t !f ''tDlN N'l;'t 'il't ,;''11!y )y]'hhnDl ;tllfx]tPrrlnt bttltl' f-tN tDlnn )v i'pta:n 'tt;''l ErDln;t ')l'Tl

.l]]tn'' ;'1''t!y nN] ;ttllN

N';''l));'1

t)'!N ,'i'ly Nlr?l ;'tf trrlt;'t Dy;l 'n')n ]lrt ''rDN'br 'rDx:tll ,]')lnD 'r''r'u'ry )xrta' flNli)'rr;''r ): n'n:n nnx
tDxln ,;'nD) nfID'lt Nl;tu n'ti?D;''r lbtx:r ,'rb r!)m ;''il ''r'ni2;'l 'lf'r ,Nf;'r n)tv; "n);''r)'rl nlnx vf'rx;11''lb;r

,'tn'tD ''tnN rnubliT) Erlnn '7 'urir)tp ;rn'n'u''Nr ,nrDn ;'1NDIJ ;rnrx )y rnlN N'r;'r n'uytlDll ,'rDylnD'rN ''r9)'r

.iz!'Tr;'t lo't''t 'utfN tpylD'TD)] Ns ,nrr) n;'l'nD Dt)')]D .tt;r n'nfn;'l ')t'Tt )"!yN'l

Ir ;'11);'1

):u ,)xlra' ;''nl-tu -t!ytllt!Nl F'rN) ;rctnf ''t't'r! )Nt D"''ify ;'n'r'''r\,'r'y: t)'lN )x:u' f''rNl D'rN ''r'rl' D)ly)
,D.'-tnN n';'ilN'?'ny 1) rnx) '; nln:: n!no;'rD o"rr;''r t]lt'''n tf ltlxlll ,T"v'rrlv t)'x: y-tx) ;lcln) Ng'tt;''l

b::D nxc) IDN ''ll frN) ;rg'rn) f''rN;'rD nNcb ''r'roNIt DIrf ,lNrr xb )xrut' nD'7N )Nl lDlN Nt;'t nttlv''tlDt'l
.'l'';''lt ;lDlrl 'tNf'P ;'lhl ''tDNll, .nlclN;l ''lNIt?
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Halacha 9
It is forbidden to leave Eretz Yisrael for the Diaspora at all times except to study Torah, to

marry; or to save one's property from the gentiles. After accomplishing these objectives, one

must return to Eretz Yisrael.

Similarly, one may leave Eretz Yisrael to conduct commercial enterprises. However, it is
forbidden to leave with the intent of settling permanently in the Diaspora unless the famine in
Eretz Yisrael is so severe that a dinar's worth of wheat is sold at two dinarim.
When do these conditions apply? When one possesses financial resources and food is expensive.

However, if food is inexpensive, but a person cannot find financial resources or employment and

has no money available, he may leave and go to any place where he can find relief.
Though it is permitted to leave Eretz Yisrael under these circumstances, it is not pious behavior.
Behold, Machlon and Kilyon (Naomi's sons in the book of Ruth) were two of the great men of
the generation and they left Eretz Yisrael only out of great distress. Nevertheless, they were

found worthy of death by God.

Halacha 10

Great sages would kiss the borders of Eretz Yisrael, kiss its stones, and roll in its dust. Similarly,
Psalms 102:15 declares: 'Behold, your servants hold her stones dear and cherish her dust.'

Halacha 11

The Sages commented: 'Whoever dwells in Eretz Yisrael will have his sins forgiven as Isaiah

33:24 states: 'The inhabitant shall not say 'l am sick.' The people who dwell there shall be

forgiven their sins.'

Even one who walks four cubits there will merit the world to come and one who is buried there
receives atonement as if the place in which he is buried is an altar of atonement as Deuteronomy
32:43 states: 'His land will atone for His people.' In contrast, the prophet, Amos 17:17, used the
expression] 'You shall die in an impure land'as a prophecy of retribution.
There is no comparison between the merit of a person who lives in Eretz Yisrael and ultimately,
is buried there and one whose body is brought there after his death. Nevertheless, great Sages

would bring their dead there. Take an example, from our Patriarch, Jacob, and Joseph, the

righteous.

Halacha 12
At all times, a person should dwell in Eretz Yisraeleven in a city whose population is primarily
gentile, rather than dwell in the Diaspora, even in a city whose population is primarily Jewish.
This applies because whoever leaves Eretz Yisrael for the Diaspora is considered as if he

worships idols as I Samuel26:19 states'They have driven me out today from dwelling in the

heritage of God, saying'Go, serve other gods.'Similarly, Ezekiel's (13:9) prophecies of
retribution state: 'They shall not come to the land of Israel.'
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Just as it is forbidden to leave the chosen land for the Diaspora, it is also forbidden to leave

Babylon for other lands as Jeremiah2T:22 states: 'They shall be brought to Babylon and there

they shall be until I take heed of them... and restore them to this place.'

Kellner, Maimonides' Confrontation, p. ll5
One can be deeply attached to a place because of its significance without thinking that the place

is in any way ontologically distinct from and superior to other places. Holiness. in people, is a

function of what they do, not of what they are. To say that a person (or a nation) is holy is to say

nothing 'ontological' about them; it is to say much about how that person or nation acts.

Similarly, to say that a place is holy is to say nothing 'ontological' about it; it is to say much

about the history of the place and about how that place must be treated in a halakhic framework.
(Kellner, 115)

lY. "You Shall Be Holy": Zvi Yehudah Kook and Yeshayahu Leibowitz

R. Zvi Yehudah Kook, Sichot to Vayikra' p. 181

- (I ,') .TD ,N^r N1i2']) "D'lt'Iiz nn!r;'i] anuliTn;'t]'- n'u]'Tp nlt;'t) nt]]gD] Dtf"'lnD DnN ...
rtNl ".t';'irt dtw-,?"w n)D ltiztD llN .;''tf''n 'tI ,;''tID ntnD N) ):x .n'pll ;'it''t;''i ;'tTD n'fltDl]

f]'n :;''l)N;'l ntlf'ln;'l 'll, ))'l) ""l';ln D'\I/'1i2" 'l'lt );'l 'lprl;'l - "'l';'irl D'v1P"w IJ')nD al
,pNg/ 

'Dl ,n,lg'gD,l yf1 I'tyr:i21pl It" ,;'t1ID nnDD ''tn1"1Nl Ir' .;''l)''t:'l ;'ilJ)n;t Dil ''l'ttgl
;'p1nu ,t 'r'Tp;'r )x;r n:r:) ";r)o '1t));r' nt'):: D'lrl'lizl" :E.lrl DtDyD lrl)u/ D'I'-I)D

.(;rrtav

You are obligated and commanded to be holy-- "You shall sanctify yourselves and be holy"
(Leviticus 11:44;20:7)-- and many details flow from this. But no less, this is a blessing. I ask of
you that "you shall be holy" and I also decide that "you shall be holy." The expression "you shall

be holy" includes both of these meanings: obligation and commandment and also decision and

blessing. There is more here than just a commandment. There is also the establishment of a

nature and a reality, just as we declare three times a day "And holy ones praise you every day"

(Amidah prayer).

p.83

Dtt 't'Tiz Dln't'D )y .n:nl'n: nlf ''lln pbn;* t):tn x) ,'n''r''r'T ;'J"DJ' 'rT ""l';'tn E't 'Ti7" ...

...n''tN!3D Dl]'l''t'g't;''lI .''l';'11

"You shall be holy" is 'religious coercion.' You won't be able to escape it by force of your own

choices. You shall be holy, against your will. This is a commandment and also a reality.

Yeshayahu Leibowitz, Comments to Parashat Korah (attached)
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Leibowitz' inspiration :

R. Simcha Meir HaKohen of Dvinsk (1843-1926), Meshekh Chokhmah, Exodus 32:.19

n'TNf ;'rt;''I" DNt,l!lf ''l'tl'tf ;'t''tltll'l''pn'' EIt;'t !;i)')n,Engyb olt 't'Tiz n''l'ly;'tn;''l'llt D;'t'l v?nt ': tnln )xt
ntlr'7?;'t rrrpb olfl olp'pl .';rt))n't o''gt'r! tx:')tn')rl;'rn;'r'r ,1w11? ): n;rn -ro'r;''l ,(I ,'r yul;t) "n''''ll ''l'''tty

E''t 'niz DIN ;'tD;''l ot - "p'pbN fnfD" - n]n]);t ,;'tID ''tnt''l .'tnt 'l'Tiz 'to'l;'t ''l ,(: ,t: 1'u't) i2tllt N)l vty ;'ll'tl'l

iz''t ,EDgy'tgD ;'trr't'?iz n;tf itN't lr-rn')rr) n'funr;'10;'r ;'rn!ln 1tn:;r): ;''inll ltrNll ,Ef)'tu/f iz''r ngyf
"rJu n"tlr;'j iz''tl ,;tytl);'t't ;'t'T'ny;''tl) Dnl'D Ehyf lt'l'Ii7'itly El, JtN :tf'T llo .DI'tlN nt'''lDll, nnxta n:)':tl:
1:un nt::) Nllf;'t ;'nrr// t''ntg'rgD ;''ln;''i n'lrl'rp;r b:t .;rrt:yt ;r)';''in ;llNr ''r)'r ,nf".rnD;'l lntNtgnt t 'r'Ti7 Nl;''l

.lfh '1''tfn! Drr) nur'rizl n'nfTlf nluv)

...Do not think that the Temple and the Mishkan are holy of their own accord, God forbid! God,

may He be blessed, dwells among His children, but if they like Adam transgress His covenant,
all holiness is removed from them, and they become like mundane utensils,...Titus entered the
Holy of Holies with a prostitute, and was not harmed, for its holiness had been removed.
Moreover, the tablets of law, "the writing of God," they too are holy only for your sake. But
when the bride prostituted herself in her bridal chamber fthe Jewish people made the golden calf
at Mount Sinai-- S.H.] they were considered as earthen pitchers. They have no holiness of their
own accord, but only for your sake when you keep them....

In fact, there is nothing in the world that is holy, and that is to be worshipped -- only God, may
His name be blessed, is holy in His necessary existence, and to Him alone is praise appropriate.
All worship, and all forms of holiness stem from the Creator's command to build a Mishkan so as

to offer sacrifices in it to the Blessed One alone.
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